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size like those o£ eastern Rumelia in Bulgaria, and others mere little
pockets among the mountains.
Into this region have come many sorts of people. Some, such as the
Turks, have found a resting-place here when want and famine, or hostile
invasions, caused them to migrate from Asia to Europe. Others, such as
the Yugoslavs, have been forced out of the plains of eastern Europe by
similar causes. Thus Montenegrins, Albanians, Serbians, Greeks, Bul-
garians, Turks, Wallachs, and Rumanians are inextricably mixed. In a
broad plain these people might gradually have become more or less unified
as have the races from which sprang the English or the French. Each
litde valley or plain in the Balkan Peninsula, however, is more or less
isolated by a mountain wall, so that the various races preserve their own
linguistic, social, political, and religious characteristics. Consequently
they engage in almost continual quarrels. In addition to this, all alike
have been discontented because of the poverty which generally prevails
among mountains, and have been inclined to attribute their troubles to
their neighbors or to the government.
For all these reasons the Balkans have always played a troublesome
role in Europe. The Turks, when they were in power, abused and
massacred the Christians until the Christians appealed to the powers of
Europe for protection. When the Christians became supreme, they often
ill-treated the Turks. Moreover, the Christians have abused one another
most cruelly because of differences in creed, language, and race. First
one great power, then another, and finally all together have tried to bring
order out of the Balkan chaos, but always the mountains-and the condi-
tions which go with them have baffled such attempts. The old Austrian
Empire took possession of the provinces of Bosnia and Hercegovina and
gave them a stable though repressive government, but the mountaineers
did not like foreign rule, and the Serbs of Serbia were continually inciting
their fellow Serbs of the Austrian provinces against the government.
Trouble of this kind in 1914 was the immediate spark which started the
first World War, although other and deeper factors were still more
important. When Austria demanded a reckoning with Serbia the Rus-
sians stood by that little Balkan country, and thus the great conflict was
precipitated. Today the Balkan countries are still dissatisfied. Bulgaria
wants back the Dobruja on the coast of the Black Sea. Rumania holds'
much territory claimed by Hungary. In Yugoslavia the Serbs and the
Croats are continually quarreling.
Political Rivalries Due to the S«a
Russia's Efforts to Gain a Good Sea Frontage. The sea creates political
problems quite as serious as those due to the relief of the land, Russia

